NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 2001-007673 
Date of Draft: January 15, 2004 
Examiner: Shingo FUCHI 2933 4L00 
Patent Attorney: Tsuyoshi SATO 

Applied Article: Art. 1 st para, of Art. 29, 2 nd para, of Art. 29, and Art. 36 

This application should be rejected for the reasons set forth below. Should 
the applicant have any arguments against the reasons, such arguments should be 
submitted within 60 days from the date of dispatch of this notification. 

REASONS 

1. Description in the scope of the claims of the present application does not meet the 
requirements provided under Sec. 2, para.6, Art. 36 of the Patent Law on the 
following points. 

2. The inventions in the following claims of the present application should not 
be granted a patent under the provision of Sec. 3, 1 st para., Art. 29 of the Patent Law i 
since the inventions had been described in the publications listed below which were 
distributed in Japan or foreign countries, or had been publicly available through 
telecommunications network system, prior to the filing date of the subject 
application. 

3. The inventions in the following claims of the present application should not 
be granted a patent under the provision of 2 nd para., Art. 29 of the Patent Law since 
the inventions couldhave^een easily accomplished prior to the filing date of the 
subject application by those who are skilled in the art on the basis of the inventions 
that had been described in the publications listed below which were distributed in 
Japan or foreign countries, or the inventions that had been available through 
telecommunications network system, prior to the filing date of the subject 
application. 

NOTE (Refer to the references listed below.) 

<Reason 1> 
Claims 1*5, 10: 
Remarks: 

It is indefinite how the "malfunction detection circuit" and the "drive control 



circuit" are each connected to the "first electric power terminal", the "second electric 
poser terminal", and the "output terminal", which makes the operation of the 
integrated circuit device recited in Claim 1 indefinite. 

The same applies to Claims 2-4, and 10. The same also applies to Claim 5 
which recites the "switching circuit" in addition to the "malfunction detection circuit" 
and the "drive control circuit". 
Claim 4 
Remarks- 

It is indefinite whether the "said outputting pad" corresponds to the "first 
outputting pad" or the "second outputting pad". In other words, the correspondency 
is indefinite. 
Claim 5 
Remarks- 

Claim 5 recites that the "switching element" and the "serially connected 
impedance circuit and the switching circuit" are both connected between the output 
terminal and the electric power terminal, however, the manner of connection (serial 
or parallel) between the "switching element" and "the serially connected impedance 
circuit and the switching circuit" is indefinite. Hence, the operation of the 
integrated circuit device recited in Claim 5 is indefinite. 
Claim 13 
Remarks- 

It is described that "a protective resistor element is connected between the 
outputting terminal and the constant-voltage circuit", however, what part between 
the output terminal and the constant-voltage circuit the resistor is connected to is 
not specifically given and thus is indefinite. Hence, the operation of the integrated 
circuit device recited in Claim 13 is indefinite. 

<Reasons 2 and 3) 
Claims 1 and 9 
Reference 1 
Remarks- 
Figs. 1, 4 and 7 and the descriptions therefor in the reference illustrate an 
integrated circuit provided with T4 (corresponding to the "output terminal") to which 
one of excitation coils 32 (corresponding to the "external load") is connected, T3 
(corresponding to the "first electric power terminal") to which a battery 2 is 
connected, T5 (corresponding to the "second electric power terminal") for grounding, 
a driving element 9 (corresponding to the "switching element") which is connected 
between T4 and T3, a current detecting resistor 800 (corresponding to the 



"impedance circuit") which is connected between T4 and T5, a comparator 840 
(corresponding to the "malfunction detection circuit"), and a first driving circuit 6 
(corresponding to the "drive control circuit") for driving the driving element 9. 
Claim 2 
Reference 2 
Remarks* 

Figs. 1, 4 and 7 and the descriptions therefor in Reference 1 illustrate an 
integrated circuit provided with T4 (corresponding to the "second output terminal") 
and T5 (corresponding to the "first electric power terminal") to which one of the 
excitation coils 32 (corresponding to the "external load") is connected, T3 
(corresponding to the "electric power terminal") to which the battery 2 is connected, 
a driving element 10 (corresponding to the "switching element") which is connected 
between T5 and T3, the driving element 9 (corresponding to the "impedance circuit") 
which is connected between T4 and T3, the comparator 840 (corresponding to the 
"malfunction detection circuit"), and a second driving circuit 7 (corresponding to the 
"drive control circuit") for driving the driving element 10. 
Claims 10 and 11 
Reference 2 
Remarks- 

Fig. 4 and the description therefor in Reference 2 illustrate an integrated 
circuit provided with a terminal 20 (corresponding to the "output terminal") to which 
one of the terminals of an electrical load L (corresponding to the "external load") is 
connected, a terminal 22 (corresponding to the "electric power terminal") for 
grounding, an output transistor 1 (corresponding to the "switching element") which 
is connected between the terminal 20 and the terminal 22, a current detecting 
transistor 2 (corresponding to the "malfunction detection circuit"), a terminal 24 and 
a resistor R2 for supplying gate voltage and a transistor 8 (corresponding to the 
"drive control circuit"), and a current mirror circuit 10 (corresponding to the 
"constant-voltage circuit"), which is connected between the terminal 20 and the 
terminal 22. 

Moreover, the current mirror circuit 10 is constituted of transistors 10a and 
10b, and a constant-current element 10c, and in addition, the current mirror circuit 
10, in view of its structure, is acknowledged to operate in a condition where voltage 
is imposed on the drive control circuit and the transistor 9 is conducted. 

<Reiason 3> 
Claims 3 and 4 
Reference 1 



Remarks- 



In the invention described in Referent l hr.™ <> i 
sealed is m erely . matter of design J ^ ItZ IZ^Me 
prepare. Further, individual terming of an integrated eircuit are £22 
acknowledged to be connected to individual pads, respectively. 

this nntt inVeDti0nS defined " the ClaimS ° ther than the «»• Ported out in 

tors nofficaUon, no reasons for rejection are found so far. In the event reasons for 

re.ect.on are newly found, another notification of reasons for rejection will TeTssuea 
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